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residents, agency staff and public officials to verify that the pathway alignment and design 
reflected the goals of the community, that it would be compatible with railroad operations and 
that it would comply with local and state regulations.

1.4 Plan Organization

The Foss Creek Pathway Plan provides the framework for building the pathway in segments 
over time. The Plan includes two parts - a report and an illustrative plan - that work together 
to describe the pathway setting, goals and policies, alignment and access, construction 
standards and design guidelines, site opportunities and constraints, and implementation. The 
Plan is based on information and analysis prepared by Alta Planning + Design contained in a 
technical supplement to this Plan.

This report describes the physical and institutional context in which the pathway is located 
(Sections 1 and 2). It goes on to outline the goals and policies that were formulated by 
meetings and workshops with the community, the railroad and public agencies (Section 3). 
These policies, in turn, guided the pathway alignment, which is described by segments or 
reaches that can be built independent of each other as funding becomes available in the future 
(Section 4). This section of the Plan also identifies significant opportunities and constraints for 
each pathway segment. The next two sections (Sections 5 and 6) focus on pathway construction 
standards and design guidelines that will be utilized to prepare construction plans when 
pathway reaches are built in the future. The implementation section (Section 7) provides cost 
estimates for each reach and identifies development approvals that will be required and 
describes potential funding sources that the City may pursue to finance the pathway 
construction.

The Pathway Alignment Details is a series of aerial photographs that illustrate the potential 
alignment of the pathway and the location of pathway improvements.  These photographs are 
not construction plans; rather they are meant to illustrate the pathway in relation to the 
railroad right-of-way, Foss Creek and adjoining land uses. They also highlight existing 
conditions or structures that constrain the pathway alignment.  
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Historic Healdsburg Train Depot

The railroad right-of-way within the city is typically 50 feet wide.  However, 
the right-of-way is narrower for a short segment just north of the 
Healdsburg Avenue railroad crossing and for a longer distance on both sides 
of the Dry Creek Road railroad crossing. In addition, there are sections of 
the track between West Grant Street and Dry Creek Road where the creek 
and buildings have effectively narrowed the right-of-way available to the 
pathway.  

At present, there is no train 
service on the NWP. The NCRA 
is planning to resume freight 
service through Mendocino and 
Sonoma counties. However, 
before freight service can 
resume, the Federal Railroad 
Administration is requiring that 
the NCRA repair its track to 
fulfill safety requirements. 

SMART has prepared a plan to 
start a new passenger rail 
service between San Rafael and 
Cloverdale, a distance of 70 
miles. SMART must first obtain 
voter approval in November 
2006 for a sales tax increase to 
fund the project and obtain environmental clearance before it can commence operation. 

Fourteen station sites are currently assumed along the corridor, including one in Healdsburg. As 
a result of strong public interest, SMART has included in its mission the development of a 
bicycle/pedestrian path along the railroad right-of-way in conjunction with the development of 
track improvements required for commencement of SMART commuter rail operations. The Foss 
Creek Pathway is the first pathway project to move into construction and design along the 70-
mile corridor.

This Plan adopts many of the pathway standards that SMART developed for its plan. These 
standards where formulated by SMART with substantial input by the NCRA, railroad operators 
and other public agencies. The SMART bike path alignment through the city is the same as the 
Foss Creek Pathway alignment shown in this plan.  

The City is working with Sonoma County Transit and SMART to develop an inter-modal transit 
facility at the historic Healdsburg Train Depot. This project includes the construction of a 
bicycle and pedestrian pathway between the facility and Healdsburg Avenue that will be part 
of the Foss Creek Pathway.  

2.3 Geysers Wastewater Pipeline

A portion of the 50-mile long pipeline between Santa Rosa and The Geysers geothermal fields 
runs on the east side of the NCRA railroad right-of-way, between Dry Creek Road and Grove 
Street. Because the pathway will run over the top of the buried pipeline, the City will have to 
enter into an agreement with the City of Santa Rosa to ensure the pathway will not obstruct 
maintenance and access to the pipeline.




